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According to the Bangladesh Meteorological 
Department (BMD) warning message, the low-
pressure area over the Northwest Bay and 
adjoining North Odisha–West Bengal coast 
persists over the same area and is likely to 
intensify. Under its influence, squally weather 
may affect the maritime ports, North Bay, and 
adjoining coastal areas of Bangladesh. 
Accordingly, Local Cautionary Signal No. 3 (R) 
remains in force for the maritime ports of 
Chattogram, Cox's Bazar, Mongla, and Payra. All 
fishing boats and trawlers operating in the North 
Bay have been advised to remain close to the 
coast and proceed with caution until further 
notice. 

Under the influence of the active southwest 
monsoon, heavy (44–88 mm/24 hours) to very 
heavy (>88 mm/24 hours) rainfall is forecast 
across Bangladesh, including Chattogram 
Division, during the 48-hour period commencing 
at 06:00 hrs on 9 July 2026. BMD warns that the 
continued rainfall may cause temporary 
waterlogging in urban areas and trigger landslides 
in the hilly areas of Chattogram Division, including the Rohingya refugee camps in Cox's Bazar. 

The latest BMD–RIMES five-day rainfall forecast (16–20 July 2026), rainfall is expected to increase 
significantly across Cox's Bazar District from 17 July onward, following relatively light rainfall on 16 July. 
Teknaf and Ukhiya remain the areas of greatest concern, with very heavy rainfall (≥88 mm/day) forecast 
on multiple consecutive days. Teknaf is expected to receive 120 mm on 17 July, 96 mm on 18 July, 108 mm 
on 19 July, and 124 mm on 20 July, while Ukhiya is forecast to receive 114 mm, 93 mm, 100 mm, and 117 
mm, respectively. Maheshkhali is also expected to experience heavy to very heavy rainfall, reaching 95 mm 
on 19 July, while Ramu, Cox's Bazar Sadar, Kutubdia, Chakaria, and Pekua are generally forecast to receive 
light to moderate rainfall with occasional heavy spells. The forecast indicates a sustained period of intense 
rainfall across the southern part of the district, increasing the likelihood of landslides, flash flooding, 
localized waterlogging, and disruptions to humanitarian operations, particularly in the Rohingya refugee 
camps in Ukhiya and Teknaf, where heightened preparedness and close monitoring are strongly 
recommended. For more: https://instant.rimes.int/alerts  

According to the BMD Cox's Bazar Meteorological Office, cumulative rainfall recorded between 4 and 13 
July 2026 reached 870 mm in Cox's Bazar Sadar, 705 mm in Teknaf, and 1,110 mm in Kutubdia. During 
this period, Cox's Bazar Sadar received approximately 75% of its average July rainfall, Teknaf received 
nearly 90%, while Kutubdia exceeded its average monthly rainfall for July. BMD notes that July is typically 
the wettest month of the year in Bangladesh, with the active southwest monsoon, moisture influx from 
the Bay of Bengal, and the influence of El Niño contributing to the prolonged rainfall. Although rainfall has 
eased in recent days, the exceptionally high cumulative rainfall has left soils highly saturated, maintaining 
elevated risks of localized flooding, waterlogging, and landslides across Cox's Bazar District. 
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The ECMWF medium-range and sub-seasonal forecasts indicate that rainfall across Bangladesh, including 
the southeast region and Cox's Bazar, is expected to remain above normal during the week of 13–20 July 
2026, although overall rainfall intensity is expected to be lower than during the previous week. 

  

Between 13 and 17 July, rainfall over Cox's Bazar is forecast to remain mostly light to moderate, with 
localized heavier rainfall possible over Teknaf and adjacent coastal areas. The sub-seasonal outlook further 
indicates above-normal rainfall across most parts of Bangladesh during Weeks 1 (13–20 July) and 2 (20–
27 July), with above-normal rainfall continuing across much of the country during Week 3 (27 July–3 
August), except for parts of southern and southeastern Bangladesh, before returning closer to 
climatological conditions during Week 4 (3–10 August).  

The anticipated increase in rainfall 
intensity during the coming days at 
places in Cox’s Bazar, the combination of 
saturated soils and the forecast 
resurgence of heavy rainfall later this 
week means that the Rohingya refugee 
camps remain at elevated risk of 
localized flash flooding, waterlogging, 
landslides, and temporary disruption of 
access roads and humanitarian 
operations, particularly in low-lying 
areas and on unstable slopes.  
 
Based on the latest evidence-based risk 

assessments and the recent FAO 

Landslide Inventory Report, the highest-

priority landslide hotspots include 

Camps 3, 7, 8, 8W, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 

16, 18, 19, 20, and 20 Extension, 

together with additional high-risk locations in Camps 1E, 1W, 2E, 26, and Kutupalong Registered Camp 

(KRC), where repeated slope failures have been recorded. Detailed block-level landslide risk information is 

available [here] 
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Similarly, flood and waterlogging 
preparedness should be prioritized in 
Camps 1W, 3, 20, and 20 Extension, 
with additional attention to Camps 4, 
8W, 18, 19, 22, 26, and 27, as well as 
other low-lying locations across the 
refugee settlements. Detailed block-
wise flood risk classifications is 
available [here].  
 

For harmonized preparedness 

messages, the RCP advises consistently 

using the Guidebook for Multi-Hazard 

Risk Communication and Community 

Engagement in Camp Settlement 

approved by the RRRC. This guidebook 

is being widely disseminated as a 

reference for EPR messages in the 

Rohingya Refugee Camps. Below are the excerpts on landslide and flood preparedness and response 

messaging for dissemination.  

 

  

RCP Advisory: 

Given the high vulnerability of the Rohingya refugee camps and the forecast of continued heavy rainfall, the RCP advises All 

Sectors, EPR Working Group members, and humanitarian partners are advised to maintain a heightened level of preparedness, 

particularly in Teknaf and Ukhiya, where the risk of landslides, localized flooding, and waterlogging remains elevated due to 

continued saturated ground conditions. Partners are encouraged to implement preparedness and mitigation measures in line with 

the Landslide Risk Prevention and Mitigation Measures Strategy and Action Plan for the Rohingya Camps. 

Partners should continue to closely monitor official weather advisories, disseminate timely and accessible early warning messages, 

inspect shelters and critical infrastructure, maintain and clear drainage systems (see the Block-wise Flood Risk Classification 

Database and Flood Vulnerability Maps), closely monitor high-risk slopes (see the Landslide Risk Classification By Block-wise 

Database and Evidence-based Landslide Risk Map), and prepare for temporary relocation to designated Emergency Communal 

Relocation Centres (ECRCs) where necessary (see the Camp-wise ECRC Maps and ECRC Inventory). 

All preparedness and response activities should be implemented in close coordination with the Refugee Relief and Repatriation 

Commissioner (RRRC), Camp-in-Charge (CiC) Offices, Sector Lead Agencies, Camp Disaster Management Committees (CDMCs), 

Site Management partners, and other relevant government authorities to ensure timely, coordinated, and effective humanitarian 

action should weather conditions deteriorate further. 

To ensure consistent and harmonized risk communication, the RCP also recommends that all partners use the RRRC-approved 

Guidebook for Multi-Hazard Risk Communication and Community Engagement in Camp Settlements when developing and 

disseminating preparedness and early warning messages. The guidebook serves as the common reference for emergency 

preparedness and response messaging across the Rohingya refugee camps. 
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Recommended Landslide Preparedness and Response Messages 
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Recommended Flooding Preparedness and Response Messages  
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