KALBOISHAKHI STORM ALERT & ADVISORY ISCG Rohingya

Refugee
COGRomATION Response

GROUP Bangladesh

Period: 5-6 May, 2024

Following the heat wave, the weather in Bangladesh has changed, with humidity and temperature moving
towards a downward trend as it is transitioning to the monsoon season, which will begin in June. Given the
weather transition, the country has recently experienced Kalboishakhi storms with thundershowers,
lightning, and gusty/squally winds from the West or North West. While in some areas of the country, hails
are likely to experience isolation, as indicated in the first Kalboishakhi warning?, issued by the Bangladesh
Meteorological Department (BMD) on 5 May 2024. Accordingly, this new weather episode will be sustained
for the next 72 hours, with the likelihood that the 7 divisions will experience it, including Chattogram, where

the Cox's Bazar district is part.

With support from BDRCS/IFRC, a 5-day Rainfall and Wind Gust Forecast was consolidated based on
calculated data as of 6 May 2024, issued by BMD/RIMES through its Integrated Forecast Dissemination
Portal (INSTANT). The Table below shows daily precipitation way below the standard threshold of 22 mm
until 10 May. Meanwhile, a wind gust above the normal threshold was recorded on 6 May at 40 km/hour.
However, the weather may change with the influences of regional and global factors, including intra-
seasonal features that may affect the country's seasonal climate conditions.
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Wind Gust Thresholds
@ Hourly gust < s0km/h

T 40km/h <= Hourly gust < 60km/h
@ 60km/h <= Hourly gust < 80km/h

Ramu

Maheshkhali 49kph

Chakaria 48kph

Pekua 48kph

Kutubdia 54kph N.B. This Rainfall and Wind Gust forecast issued by
BMD/RIMES may still be subject to change.

@ Hourly gust >= 80km/h

NB. Click on the map to know detail information

On the other hand, the 28th Session of the South Asian Climate Outlook Forum (SASCOF-28) and Climate
Services User Forum (CSUF) on 29 April 2024, released an outlook? for the 2024 Monsoon Season from June
— September. It projected the most likely above-normal rainfall over most parts of South Asia except some
areas over the north, east, and northeast of the region, which are expected to have below-normal rainfall.

! Kalboishakhi Alert 05 May 2024.pdf
2 Statement on the Seasonal Climate Outlook over South Asia for the 2024 Southwest Monsoon Season (June — September), Released on 30 April
2024.pdf

For more updates, please get in touch with Md. Tanjimul Alam Arif, DRM Officer by phone: +8801855966993, email: tanjim@iscgcxb.org
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Additionally, the El Nifio Southern Oscillation (ENSO) conditions over the Pacific Ocean will further weaken
to a neutral state during the early monsoon season, while the La Nifia is likely to develop during the second

half (August-September). It is generally recognized that La Nifia conditions are associated with normal to

above-normal southwest monsoon rainfall in most of South Asia. However, there is uncertainty about its

strength and the time of its onset.

Considering the vulnerabilities of the Rohingya communities, the ISCG EPR Unit is suggesting the Sectors

and EPR WG members closely monitor the natural hazards occurring due to current poor weather
conditions, such as lightning, flood, and landslides. As recently agreed with the EPR WG ToR, for low-
scale emergencies, coordinate and support the immediate phase of the response in close collaboration

with the Sector Coordinators and EPR Focal Points from relevant agencies, as well as camp DMCs.

Please see below the preparedness messages extracted from the Guidebook for Multi-Hazard Risk
Communication and Community Engagement in Camp Settlement approved by the RRRC on
lightning for dissemination. For Flood and Landslide preparedness messages, please access them
in the Guidebook for Multi-Hazard Risk Communication and Community Engagement in Camp Settlement.

Lightning Preparedness

BBioBenty

You are at the greatest risk from
lightning in places like forests, agri-
cultural fields, the top of hills and
open land.

If you see or hear a storm
coming, stop outdoor activities
and go inside immediately,
because nowhere outside is safe
from lightning.

Keep your children inside the

house/shelter during lightning
storms. Educate them on the
dangers of
lightning.

Unplug electronics including solar
panels and mobile phone chargers
during lightning.

Stay away from large water
bodies like lakes, ponds, and res-
ervoirs during lightning.

Do not bathe during lightning
storms.

Don’t touch metal objects such as
faucets and pipes and stay away
from metal poles and mobile phone
towers during thunderstorms or
during lightning

If you are in a tom-tom/CNG/
Autorickshaw, then stop
travelling and take shelter
somewhere close.

Avoid open spaces, hill tops, and
tall trees during lightning. Stay
away from tall objects, such as
metal poles and mobile phone
towers during lightning.

If you are in an open space during a
storm and can’t find a way to reach
a safe shelter, crouch down with
your feet together, preferably in a
low-lying area away from trees and
water.

For more updates, please get in touch with Md. Tanjimul Alam Arif, DRM Officer by phone: +8801855966993, email: tanjim@iscgcxb.org
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