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RAPID PROTECTION ASSESSMENT (RPA) FOR FIRE RESPONSE, MARCH 2023
PROTECTION SECTOR

Date of incident: Sunday, 5th March 2023

Date of Protection Emergency Response Unit (PERU) activation: 5th March 2023

Date of deployment of RPA team: Monday, 6th March 2023 (after emergency Protection SAG meeting)

Duration of deployment: 2 days

RPA team: Ukhiya -1

Number of team members: 12 (Protection, GBV, CP, AD and GDP)

Organizations involved: 10 (UNHCR, NRC, Caritas Bangladesh, IRC, Good Neighbors Bangladesh, Save the Children 

International, Mukti Cox's Bazar, Humanity & Inclusion, Center for Disability in Development and Bandhu Social Welfare)

Camp: 11 (Blocks A, B and D)

Method of data collection: 

• Key Informant Interviews – 48

• Direct Observations - 21



                 
                       

KEY INFORMANT INTERVIEWS (KII)



                 
                       

RPA: KII ANALYSIS
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No
13%

Unknown / 
not assessed

6%

Yes
81%

Safety/security concerns during the 
emergency

SAFETY AND SECURITY

36%

34%

17%

6%

4%

2%

Limited mobility due to fencing,
congested space and only one

exit gate

Lack of safe spaces to
temporarily shelter women,
children, elderly and persons…

Lost documentation and
necessary items

Lack of service providers and
information

Extortion by host community

Obstacles created by police to
free movement

During this emergency, what type of barriers did 
refugees face in seeking safety (eg. during the 

evacuation)?

6%

8%

12%

13%

15%

15%

16%

16%

Men

Adolescent boys

Boys

Adolescent girls

Persons with disability

Girls

Women

Elderly

Who in the community is most exposed 
to the risk?



                 
                       

24%

22%

14%

13%

8%

5%

4%

3%

2%

2%

2%

Neglect

Robbery

Physical violence

Unknown / not assessed

Forced labour

Extortion

Other

SEA

Confiscation of aid

Redirection of aid

Sexual violence

Violence faced by refugees after/because of the emergency

55%

27%

18%

Lack of access to basic
facilities

Lack of street light for
women

Threats to Life

What are the major protection risks as a result of this 
emergency? 

SAFETY AND SECURITY



                 
                       

No
17%

Unknown / not 
assessed

10%

Yes
73%

Since the disaster/emergency, have there been cases of 
families who have been separated from each other in this 

location?

3%

5%

7%

11%

29%

45%

Humanitarian actors

HC individuals

Authorities

Family members

Criminal groups

Other

Who is considered to be causing the safety concerns?

SAFETY AND SECURITY



                 
                       

CHILD PROTECTION

No
38%

Unknown / not 
assessed

29%

Yes
33%

Are there any children in this location without 
parents/caregivers or who are not living with family 

members?

No
77%

Not 
clear
15%

Yes
8%

Are there persons unknown to the community who 
have offered to take children away from this 

location to provide them with jobs or better care?

5%
7%

24%
27%

37%

Abuse Separated from family Neglect Safe shelter,food, NFI Child labour

Main risks faced by children

39%

25%

36%

Increased Stayed the
same

Unknown / not
assessed

Since the emergency, have you seen a 
change in the number of children 

without parents/caregivers or who do 
not live with  family members?



                 
                       

44%

19%

15%

10%

8%

2%

2%

With relatives

Other

They live in foster care
arrangements

They live on their own

They live in formal institutions
(NGO shelters)

They live in informal institutions
(group houses, madrasas)

They live on the streets

Where do unaccompanied and separated children 
currently live (sought shelter)?

44%

27%

19%

4%
2% 2% 2%

Majhis and
community
members

Help Desk CiC office Do not know BRAC School NGO/agency
offices

Volunteers

Where do you go for support if there is any child protection concern?

CHILD PROTECTION



                 
                       

GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE

35%

19%

17%

13%

8%

6%

2%

Do not know NGO Majhi CiC office GBV actors Help desk GBV service
facilities

Where do women and girls go to seek case management support?

2%

4%

4%

6%

21%

63%

Cultural barriers

No comments

Service center far away

No challenges

Discomfort regarding seeking GBV
services

Lack of information on location of
service providers

What are the challenges you are facing currently in 
accessing GBV case management services?



                 
                       

No
11%

Yes (no 
restrictions)

60%

Yes, but 
subject to 

restrictions
29%

Are refugees able to move freely 
and safely in and out of the 
location (within the camp, 

between blocks), and access 
services/facilities? 

ACCESS TO ASSISTANCE

3%

9%

11%

18%

28%

32%

Rumours

Other

Organized community
meetings

Through Imams / miking

Refugee community
volunteers

Through Majhis

How does information on humanitarian 
assistance reach the community?

24%

23%

22%

21%

8%

2%

Elderly refugees

Persons with visual
impairment

Persons with hearing
impairment

Single female-headed
households

 Everyone is getting the
information needed

Other

Is there a particular vulnerable category of 
persons currently not getting information on 

how to access assistance?



                 
                       

10%

4%

17%

17%

6%

10%

6%

29%

Access to delivery site was impossible

Gender barriers (women or adolescent
girls unable to receive assistance at…

Lack of information on location or time
of distribution

Physical barriers (eg. distance,
hills/slopes, etc.) to access assistance,…

The assistance was not fairly or evenly
distributed

The assistance was too heavy for the
vulnerable in the community to carry

There was fighting between recipients

There was not enough for all entitled

Have there been problems in the delivery of  assistance?

4%

6%

7%

12%

23%

24%

24%

Education

Mental
Health

Protection

Health

Food

WASH

Shelter

What type of assistance do you need more at this moment?

ACCESS TO ASSISTANCE



                 
                       

COPING MECHANISMS

Do not 
know
38%

No
27%

Yes
35%

Since the emergency, are there signs of 
negative coping mechanisms being used 

by women, girls, boys, the elderly, or 
adolescents?

52%

43%

5%

Borrowing food from relatives in
other camps

Buying own supplies and
rebuilding

Other

Since the emergency happened, how are refugees coping with immediate 
needs?



                 
                       

37%

23%

19%

19%

2%

Support within the community and
neighbours

Information and awareness

Do not know

No capacity

Support from majhis

What capacities exist within the community to address the 
threat or to assist those vulnerable to the threat?

50%

44%

4%

2%

Access to food, shelter and WASH
facilities

Issues with mobility

Lost assistive devices

Lack of support

What are the main challenges that Persons with Disabilities 
are facing since the emergency?

COPING MECHANISMS



                 
                       

Do not know
38%

No
27%

Yes
35%

Since the emergency, are there signs of negative coping 
mechanism being used by women, men, girls, boys, the 

elderly, or adolescents?

2%

10%

33%

54%

Addressing the needs
of vulnerable

population

Awareness and
support from service

providers

Strengthing of safety
and security

measures by Host
Government

Immediate access to
food, shelter, WASH,

NFI and health
facilities

What do you think should be done to address the main protection 
concerns in this community? 

COPING MECHANISMS



                 
                       

DIRECT OBSERVATIONS



                 
                       

HAZARDOUS OBJECTS/LOCATIONS AROUND THE AFFECTED SITES AFTER INCIDENT

Types of hazardous objects/locations

24%

48%

29%

Camp 11-A

Camp 11-B

Camp 11-D

Presence of hazardous objects/locations by block

22%

17%

16%

16%

15%

10%

2%

1%

Pieces of iron and concrete

Deep holes/ditches

Debris

Open-pit latrines

Open drainage

Water logging

Live electricity wires

Barbed/razor wire



                 
                       

Are there any signs of limitations of movement for 
refugees?

86%

14%

No

Yes

45%

55%

No

Yes

Are there signs that refugees are facing constraints 
in accessing humanitarian assistance?

LIMITATIONS OF MOVEMENT & ACCESS TO ASSISTANCE



                 
                       

23%

18% 17.95% 18% 18%

5%

All refugees Persons with
Disabilities

Women Children Elderly persons Gender Diverse
Population

PEOPLE AFFECTED BY THE CONSTRAINTS 



                 
                       

36%

27%

36%

Collecting debris Moving around Playing

What are the children doing?

CHILDREN AFFECTED 



                 
                       

76%

24%

No

Yes

71%

5%

14%

10%

No tension observed

Host community members provided
support with food and shelter

Refugees under extreme stress

Suffering from lack of food, shelter
and necessities

Details of observation

TENSION BETWEEN REFUGEES AND HOST COMMUNITY



                 
                       

SIGNS OF DISTRESS AMONG REFUGEES

No
19%

Yes
81%

48%

14%

10%

5%

5%

19%

Refugees feel scared, hopeless and uncertain
about rebuilding everything from scratch

Refugees feel that the shelter support is
insufficient and food support does not reach them

on time

Refugees complained about discrimination from
humanitarian workers and majhis

Refugees feel hopeless about their situation in
Bangladesh and would like to go back to Myanmar

Refugees reported absence of law enforcement
within the camp (even at night)

No

Additional observationsAre there signs of distress among 
refugees after the incident?



                 
                       

OVERALL NEEDS OBSERVED

35%

25%

15%

10%

5%

5%

5%

Food

Safe shelter

Safety/security

Safe latrines

Law enforcement

Clothes

Registration and data cards



                 
                       

INFORMATION OF RPA UKHIYA – 1 TEAM MEMBERS

NAME ORGANIZATION FUNCTIONAL ROLE

Tanvir Anam Chowdhury UNHCR Team Leader

Md. Mehtab Samir Sayem NRC Team Leader

Zahedul Hamid Caritas Bangladesh Protection

Zafor Ullah Nizam IRC Protection

Junaidul Islam Jowel Good Neighbors Bangladesh CP

Sajidul Islam Good Neighbors Bangladesh CP

Snigdha Sengupta Caritas Bangladesh GBV

Farjana Rahman Save the Children International GBV

Mabia Sultana Mukti Cox's Bazar GBV

Mohammad Shahidullah HI A&D

Abdul Hai Center for Disability in Development (CDD)
A&D

Aminur Rahman Bandhu Social Welfare GDP


